
 

 

Heritage Update 
To keep you informed about current heritage news and events, we bring you our Heritage Update.  

We hope you will find these periodic newsletters both useful and entertaining.  

Your feedback is welcome! 
 

 

 

 

Rosemary Wilson, Board Member, 

Volunteer, and Friend 
 

Rosemary  Wilson started out volunteering at Haney Heri-

tage Village in Marjorie’s Tearoom around 1995. She was 

in the kitchen, dishwashing, and attending meetings for 

Allan. Rosemary was already a familiar face when she 

was elected to the Board of Directors in 2006.  I saw po-

tential in her eyes and a smile on her 

face, so I started lobbying.  
 

“You can wash dishes at home,” I 

said. “Don’t you want to work with 

your mind?”  
 

Something must have been appealing 

about the offer to work in the ar-

chives because she started working 

Wednesdays and some Thursdays. 

Rosemary treated it like a job. 
 

Because Rosemary and Allan were members of the Trac-

tor Club, they opened and closed the Tearoom and mu-

seum bathrooms on club meeting nights. Someone made a 

mistake and gave her a master key. Rosemary discovered 

her keys worked in locks throughout the Village. Low and 

behold, they also worked in the archives room. Recogniz-

ing a trustworthy board member, the General Manager 

gave Rosemary a code, so she wouldn’t set off the alarm.  
 

I did my usual introductory museum course with Rose-

mary and taught her how to catalogue artefacts.  It wasn’t 

her forte.  
 

Silver Cup. Silver Plate. Silver Pot.  

 

Rosemary’s accession sheets were neat and tidy but brief. 

She wasn’t into fancy language.  

 

Then I discovered Rosemary’s gift. She loved numbers. 

She could remember telephone numbers she had dialed  
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with no effort.  I told her  she’d be a natural in a poker game, 

counting cards, but she didn’t agree. Rosemary turned her 

talents to working the numbers in the archives room. We set 

up databases for the City and District Tax Records, she in-

dexed Board Motions, and then Gary Cruikshank threw us a 

departmental curve, and Rosemary took on recording the 

charitable donation receipts.  

Rosemary expanded her workdays to three and took on the 

obituaries. Finally, two summers ago, she 

learned how to de-accession collections. 

The museum had too many cash registers 

and  typewriters. She took the list and 

reasoning to meetings for board approval, 

doing the paperwork afterwards. She did-

n’t think we needed dozens of broken 

typewriters.  

When we moved into the expanded ar-

chives room in 2010, we tripled the num-

ber of workstations we had. Our com-

puters were second hand from the Work Search Centre. 

Rosemary decided we needed new computers, so she bought 

four. We’d never had new computers before.  

The same summer Rosemary organized the rolling shelving 

that she had lobbied for. A gift came from the Okanagan His-

torical Society – Salmon Arm Branch thanks to the proceeds 

earned from Denis Marshall’s books. Compact rolling shelv-

ing made sense to Rosemary. It maximized our real estate so 

we could collect more paper.  Rosemary was right. 

So we started filling the shelves. 

The first nasty job I gave Rosemary was re-boxing the Ob-

server’s three pallets of photographs and negatives in 2011. 

Luckily we won the Terry Reksten Memorial Award and 

could afford the supplies to do the job. Rosemary sorted the 

nasty boxes in storage and carted them into the archives by 

wheelbarrow.  

Continued on page 2 



  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum wish to thank the British Columbia Arts Council,  

 and Hucul Printing for their generous assistance in making this issue of  

Heritage Update possible. 
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Rosemary Wilson, Museum Board Member, 

Volunteer, and Friend continued page 2 
 

Rosemary was also there when the OHS-Salmon Arm 

Branch donated a microfilm reader and all the Observer 

newspaper reels. She learned how to run the microfilm ma-

chine, looking up articles for genealogists. The two of us 

worked on environmental studies together, making big bucks 

for the archives while learning about the history of a property 

and its neighbourhood.  

 

She was also the designated driver.  Rosemary would pick up 

photographs and artefacts in town on her way to work. She 

picked up volunteers that didn’t drive. She helped install ex-

hibits at the Mall at Piccadilly and the Fall Fair. When we 

had to move big things, she’d arrange to bring Allan’s truck.  

When I needed something constructed, she’d organize Allan. 

 

 There was something of Rosemary in every new exhibit. She 

cleaned artifacts. Knit socks for the Maw’s Jam Eaters ex-

hibit. Brought in Wilson antique household tables, chairs, 

and stoves as needed. Then she set to work blackening the 

stoves and cleaning skates. Even if they were old, they 

couldn’t appear unpolished! 

All the while, on top of her regular shifts in the archives, 

Rosemary continued to work for operations at events, in the 

kitchen, and guiding kids during Spooktacular, always doing 

what was needed. 

Rosemary was an encyclopedia. She 

reminded me that streets ran north and 

south and avenues ran east and west 

(opposite to how they were laid out in 

1906). She greeted patrons who came 

into the archives looking for family 

history. She knew their grandparents, 

where they lived, and who their kids 

had married. Rosemary was connected. 

The Rosemary we all knew in the ar-

chives was grounded. She’d get mad 

when I waffled about doing something 

that felt too hard, as if it were fighting 

the inevitable. She always asked one 

question in particular when those con-

flicts arose. “Why are we here?”  

To preserve and collect the history of Rosemary’s commu-

nity. 

For the last two years Rosemary has been immersed in a new 

project - the Montebello Museum. After the fires at the 

Chase Museum, she and Allan insisted that our new building 

be flameless. They lobbied for a six-sided concrete vault for 

the archives. Rosemary wanted a workroom big enough to 

accommodate the collection and researchers for years to 

come. 

Rosemary wanted to get us moved into the Montebello Mu-

seum next year and settled in. We’d work hard to set up and 

streamline operations in the new space. I can picture Rose-

mary as the Queen bee, understanding all the systems and 

how they worked together, knowing the resources, giving 

advice, filling in where needed, serving the public, and keep-

ing her archives safe and accessible.  

I am deeply sorry that Rosemary wasn’t able to do that.  

All of us will be thinking of her when we move into the new 

space. 

Deborah Chapman, Curator 

 

 

 

 

Donations may be designated for the  

Ernie Doe Archives Room at R.J. Haney Heritage  
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From The Curator: 
 

When Linda Moorhouse came into the ar-

chives looking for a house she had lived in 

the 1960s, I had no idea that she would 

become such a good friend to the museum. 

Her father was transferred to Salmon Arm 

to work at Overwaitea and she had memo-

ries of the downtown core, walking to 

Salmon Arm Elementary School, and little 

else. A quick call to Jackie, widow of Norm Cannon, the Over-

waitea Store Manager at the time, helped confirm some of Linda’s 

childhood memories. A telephone listing and a map sent Linda to 

discover to her old neighbourhood. Linda went away a happy re-

searcher. 
 

Linda had mentioned that she is a collector of vintage clothing and 

would be interested in helping with the clothing displays in the 

Montebello building. She didn’t describe the extent of her collec-

tion but I wondered if the opening celebration might be a place to 

display some of Linda’s Edwardian pieces. I knew I’d have a lot of 

“buildings” or dioramas dry walled and painted, but not all the dis-

plays would be ready this year. We will be lucky to have three 

stores finished. 
 

Just after Heritage Week, General Manager Susan Mackie called 

Linda and talked about the possibility of having a fashion show at 

one the events in 2017. High Tea seemed like a good choice. Chris-

tine Pilgrim was booked to play the character of Catherine Schu-

bert, an Overlander who came to the area in 1862. The musicians 

were booked. The Chef would prepare special sandwiches and 

sweets.  
 

Susan wanted to offer just one more 

thing to her guests. 
 

Susan and I made a trip to Vernon to 

see Linda’s collection. 
 

We walked into Linda’s home and 

Linda told us to take off our jackets 

and leave our things in her living room 

because, in her words, there wasn’t enough room where we were 

going. 
 

Linda was right. Her giant closet was a bedroom with three sets of 

rods running the length of it, supported by wooden legs made of 2 

x 4s to stop the rods from sagging. It was wall to wall clothing. 
 

Linda started with her collection of vintage undergarments. Then it 

was on to the Victorian gowns, Edwardian garments, flapper 

dresses, and then came the thirties, forties, fifties, sixties, and on. 

Some of Linda’s collection was worn in the movie industry. Others 

were designer gowns. One was worn by Meryl Streep. The thing  

 

they had in common was Linda. She had painstakingly repaired, 

cleaned and treasured all the outfits. Each had a tag with the size, 

fabric, and era. Green ones had been worn by actors. 

 

“How many outfits do you have?” I asked Linda. 
 

“About 400,” was the reply. 
 

Linda went through the outfits, one by one, describing their spe-

cial points, and telling me to hang the ones we were interested in 

using on a rod outside the storeroom. 
 

A plan of action developed. With this number of gowns, we’d 

need special models with tiny waists. Maybe we could create a 

display of more. We’d have to bor-

row dress forms. 
 

“Maybe the Churches Thrift Shop 

would help us,” I suggested. They 

had before. 
 

Linda showed us that she could ac-

cessorize every outfit with the right 

shoes, purses, gloves, fans, and jew-

elry. Each model would be trained 

on how to put on a dress. 
 

“First you remove any jewelry, put 

the outfit on, and pull it down over 

your hips. And,” she added, “there’s no sitting down in them.”  
 

The vintage outfits were too fragile. Young models would have to 

be schooled on how to walk. 
 

“They’ll think it is a catwalk,” she said. 
 

“We can do better than that,” Susan said. “We will work with 

them so they engage the audience.” 
 

Susan asked Linda to go through her collection to make sure we 

hadn’t missed anything. We were all looking for wow factor. 
 

My favourites, funnily enough, turned out to be the sixties 

dresses, pant suits, and coats. Jackie O, mod squad, all the cloth-

ing I remember women wearing when I was in elementary school. 
 

Linda agreed to come and oversee the fashion show, train and 

supervise the models, and supply a card with each outfit giving its 

particulars. 
 

“I’m shy, though,” Linda confessed. Someone else would have to 

MC. 
 

It looks like this year’s High Tea on May 28th is going to be spec-

tacular. Book your tickets early by calling the Village at 250-832-

5243. Susan will be happy to take your particulars. 
 

Deborah Chapman, Curator 
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Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage Association 

gratefully acknowledges the financial support 

for the Montebello Museum from the following: 

  
Action Concrete Pumping 

Adams, Doug & Donna  

Ainsworth, Cliff & Adele 

Ambil, Diane  

Anderson, Susan & Robin 

Bell 

Anderson, Boyd 

Andrea, Long & Kershaw Paul  

Angove, Karen   

Apex Crane 

Armstrong Regional Coop 

Arnold, Mel MP 

Askew's Foods 

Baird Brothers Ltd. 

Bartman, Christina 

BC Arts Council 

BC Hydro 

Beckner, James & Marcia 

Benjamin Moore & Co. 

Ben's Towing 

Bernd Hermanki Architect Inc. 

Birkhiem, Vic & July   

Blackburn Excavation Ltd. 

Bolton, Bruce & Ivy 

Borkent, Lycilia 

Bradley, Janet & Worthington, Donald  

Brecknell, Edward 

Brighouse, Tom & Elsie  

British Columbia | Canada 150: Celebrating B.C. Com-

munities and their Contributions to Canada Granting 

Fund 

Brogden, Randy   

Browne Johnson Land Surveryors 

Burdeniuk, Dwayne & Liz  

Cameron Exteriors Ltd. 

Canoe Forest Products 

Chalmers, Hugh & Kershaw, Sue  

Chances Casino Salmon Arm 

 

Chapman, Deborah  

Chu, Dr. Gerry & Rita  

City Furniture 

City of Salmon Arm 

Clay, Wendy & Ian   

Clayton, Gail 

Columbia Shuswap Regional District 

Cooper, Nancy  

Cruikshank, Gary & Cheryl  

Demille, Brad 

Derby, Donald & Derkaz, Cindy 

Dinoflex Group LP 

Dwayne Pukas Excavating Ltd. 

Edgell, Dave & Caroline  

EZ Rock 91.5 

Folkard, Barbara 

Garkay Farms (Keith & Phyllis Garbutt) 

Gerow, Donald & Carol 

Glacier Building Supplies Ltd DBA Salmon Arm 

Rona 

Graydon Security Systems 

Grekoe Holding Ltd - 

Fabricland 

Hagel, Francis & Barb 

Hall, Trudy 

Hanna, Janet & John  

Harisch, Christina 

Harisch, Norma & Bill   

Hartnett, Blanche 

Henderson, Dr. John & Joyce  

Heritage Canada 

Hill, Glenn & Kirstine  

Hilltop Toyota 

Hirtle, FS Rick  

Hlina, Douglas & Tara 

Hub International 

Integrity Roofing Corporation 

Interfor Corporation Adams Lake Division 

Interior Testing Services Ltd. 

Johnston Meier Insurance Agencies Group 

Jones, Jerry & Debbie  
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Roberts, Richard & Myrna   

Robertson, Robert   

Royal LePage Access Real Estate 

Ryley, Patrick   

SALMAR Community Association 

Salmon Arm Museum & Heritage Association 

Salmon Arm Observer 

Salmon Arm Truss Systems Ltd. 

SASCU Credit Union 

Segreto, Ralph 

Semenzin, Rick   

Setters Neighhourhood Pub Ltd. 

Shuswap Community Foundation 

Shuswap Pioneer Collectors Club 

Shuswap Quilters’ Guild 

Shuswap Veterinary Clinic 

Shuswap Vintage Car Club 

Southern Interior Development Initiative Trust 

States, Shirley 

Stead, Jack & Edith 

Stemmer Construction 

Suncor Energy Inc. 

Swenson, Barry & Wilma 

Tait, Ian & Nancy  

Tekamar Mortgages Ltd. 

Telus Charitable Giving Program  

Terlesky,Robert   

The Inn At The Ninth Hole Ltd 

Turner, Janice & Grave, John  

Turner, Marian & Charles 

Turner, Mary Ellen & Brian   

Urbina, Rich (Rich Daniels) 

Van den Tillaart, Charlotte 

Warner Rentals 

Webber, Anna & Wayne 

Webster, Ernest & Myrtle 

Weed, Jim & Cockrill, Elaine   

Wilson, Lorne & Lynda   

Wilson, Lynda 

Windowland Construction 

Wood, Sharon & Randy 

Woolliams, Dave & Maureen  

Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage Association 

gratefully acknowledges the financial support 

for the Montebello Museum 

from the following: 

  
Kassa, Bryan & Patti 

Kernaghan Family 

Klein, Gabi  

Krull, Mervyn & Prosser, Loretta   

Kurta, Leonard & Nancy   

Kyllo, Greg MLA 

Lakeshore News 

Landers, Garry & Mary  

Landmark Excavating Ltd. 

Laird, Bill & Linda 

Legal Document Services 

Liske, Reid   

Little Projects Ltd. 

Low, Pam  

Lyons, Denise  

Lyons, Joan   

Mackie, Susan & Bruce 

Making, CJ & Joan 

Marr, Brian & Rochelle 

McCloskey, Pat   

McConnell, James 

Mitchell, Joan 

Mounce Construction 

Murray Judy & Carson, Blaine   

Mur's Movin & Storage 

Myers, Duncan  

Newnes, Douglas & Family — Lakeshore Village 

North Star Scaffold Systems Inc. 

Omega Engineering Salmon Arm 

Orchard, Leona   

Paterson, Doreen  

Penner, Lee & Jocelyn   

Peterson, Jason  

Pierce, Jodi   

Preston, Thomas 

Revel Bert 

RMC Systems 

Rolin, Dorothy 

Rotary Club of Salmon Arm (Evening) 

Rotary Club of Salmon Arm (Noon Hour) 



 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENT 

Salmon Arm Museum and  

Heritage  Association  

Annual General Meeting  

and election of officers  
Tuesday May 16, 2017 

7:00 pm  in Marjorie’s Tea Room at  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village 

All members and the public are  

welcome to attend.    

For further information phone  

250-832-5243 
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Visit our website 

www.salmonarmmuseum.org 

 for times of operation and  

information on events 

To donate or become a member of SAMHA, please fill out the information below  

and return it with your cheque payable to  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and the Salmon Arm Museum  
Box 1642 Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P7   

 

 

Name:_________________________________________________ Address:__________________________________________________ 

 

City, Province & Postal Code: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fee $10.00                 Donation: $______________________                 Total Enclosed: $__________________ 

 

All monetary gifts receive a tax receipt. 
R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum is a Registered Charitable Organization BN 132153800RR0001 

Thank you for your generous support! 

Clip and mail  

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Means More! 
 

Your Annual $10.00 Membership Benefits Include: 

 

 SAMHA Newsletter  

 Voting privileges at the AGM in May 

 An open invitation to attend any of the monthly 

board meetings 

 A booklet of discount coupons to be used at vari-

ous times and events during the year 

 Membership in the Reciprocal Membership Pro-

gram 

 An entry into a draw for a dinner for you and three 

friends at Haney House 

 

As a member, you are supporting the Museum’s con-

servation activities and programs ensuring that a valu-

able piece of the past is protected for this and  

future generations to enjoy. 

http://www.salmonarmmuseum.org
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General Admission to the  

Museum and Village  

is by Donation 

 

Visit us Spring and Fall: 

 May 10 - June 30 & September 1-17 

Wednesday to Sunday 10:00am – 5:00pm 
 

Summer months: July and August 

Open seven days a week 10:00am - 5:00pm 
 

Dinner Theatre July and August every Wednesday,  

Friday and Sunday.  Reservations are a must.   

Call 250-832-5243 

Donate your antiques, collect-

ables and next to new items to 

a worthy cause committed to 

preserving  our heritage.  

Please call R.J. Haney Heri-

tage Village  & Museum 

250-832-5243 or email 

salmonarmmuseum.org 

  

Visit Marjorie’s Tea Room 
 

Join Chef Zack Harder 
Open May 10-September 16 

Wednesday –Sunday  

10:00am-4:00pm 

 

Famous for homemade  

rhubarb crisp, desserts and 

meals made the  

pioneer way! 

 

Serving A Daily  

$8.99 Lunch Special 
 

The Sons of 

the Louisiana 

Hayride Show 
will be rolling into 

R.J. Haney Heritage 

Village on Thursday 

August 24, with 

some brand new songs and stories.  As well, fan favor-

ites from previous shows will be performed by the cast 

and crew that you've come to know and love.  

 

Familiar characters such as Hank Williams, Willie Nel-

son, and Roy Orbison along with new characters will 

entertain and delight you from start to finish.  You won’t 

want to miss this show!  Seating is limited.  Tickets are 

$40.00 and can be purchased by calling the Village at 

250-832-5243. 

“Soiree” An Evening with Chef Rob Sengotta 
  

You are invited to 

spend an enchant-

ing evening at R.J. 

Haney Heritage 

Village for the 8th 

annual “Soiree An 

Evening at Haney” with Chef, Rob Sengotta on 

Thursday, August 3.  Rob has partnered with the Vil-

lage for this fund raising event. Seating is limited to 

80 very special guests and tickets are $110.00 and 

you will receive a tax receipt for half the cost.  To re-

serve your tickets call the Village at 250-832-

5243.You don’t want to miss this charming evening 

of music, food and fun! 
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8th Annual High Tea 
 

What better way to 

celebrate the arrival 

of spring than by at-

tending the 8th An-

nual High Tea on 

Sunday, May 28, 

from 1:00pm-

3:00pm.  This time-

less tradition of after-

noon tea is an occa-

sion to celebrate po-

liteness, good man-

ners, and community.   
  

Chef Zach Harder 

has prepared a spe-

cial High Tea menu. Ticket holders will enjoy enter-

tainment from award winning Vancouver entertainer, 

Christine Pilgrim, local musician, Peter Clark, and a 

very special fashion show featuring garments from 

Linda Moorhouse’s collection that spans from the 

Edwardian Times to the 1980’s. 

Tickets are $25.00 and can be purchased by phone. 

Call 250-832-5243 Seating is limited.  

“Pieces of History Re-Stitched” 
The Di-Veristy Heritage Quilt Group continues with its 

research into the lives of 

pioneer women, and the 

fabrics and quilt designs 

popular during their life-

times (1800’s to early 

1900’s). Although small, 

the group is very dedicated.  

When we originally dis-

cussed putting on our first 

quilt show, the only place 

that came to mind was R.J. 

Haney Heritage Village - it 

is the perfect venue to dis-

play our quilts - it is such a 

beautiful location and many 

of the quilts displayed re-

flect pioneer times.  

Once again, it is time for the Di-Versity Heritage Quilt 

Group to host a one day outdoor quilt show, “Pieces of 

History Re-Stitched”, on Saturday, June 24th, in partner-

ship with R.J. Haney Heritage Village. Gate admission is 

$6.00.  There will be 100 quilts displayed. Eighteen spe-

cial quilts will reflect the work that women did during 

times of war. Story Telling of pioneer women by Dianne 

Jansson will take place during the day (11am, 2pm, and 

5pm) in the Church, where the mini-merchant mall will 

be located. Be sure to visit Marjorie’s Tea Room where 

smaller quilts will be displayed on the walls where other 

interesting items will be under the glass on the table tops. 

By Sharon Adair 
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Wanted: Volunteers to play historical 

characters at events 
Would you like to portray Cyril Thomson, owner of 

the Lester and Thomson Garage, Miss Halpenny, 

first school marm in the Broadview schoolhouse or 

one of the other historical characters at R.J. Haney 

Heritage Village? Call the Village today, 250-832-

5243 and volunteer! 

Come play the pioneer way! 
Join us and celebrate Father’s Day 

on Sunday June 18, 2017.  Treat Dad 

to Marjorie’s $6.00 Pancake Break-

fast and stay the whole day.  Explore 

how the Shuswap pioneers lived and 

played while discovering the stories 

of our local rich history. The gate is 

open at 8:30am. Admission for adults is $6.00, 5-13 years is 

$4.00 and children under four are free.  



Village & Marjorie’s Tea Room   

Opens for the Season May 10 
 

Come celebrate the opening of the season and enjoy our 

famous Pioneer Pancake Breakfast  

9:00 am to 11:00 am on May 13 & 14 

High Tea - May 28 

Father's Day- June 18 

“Pieces of History Re-stitched” Quilt Show - June 24 

Dinner Theatre -July 2 to August 27  

Montebello Grand Opening, Canada 150 Celebration 

and Pioneer Day - July 9 

“Soiree”  Evening with Chef Rob Sengotta - August 3 

Burger, Beer and the Phantom Returns -August 5 

Classic/Antique Car Show - August 13 

The Sons of the Louisiana Hayride Show- August 24 

20th Annual Harvest Celebration - September 10 

Tea Room Closes for the Season - September 16 

Village Closes for the Season  - September 23 

Cemetery Tour - October 15  

Spooktacular - October 21 & 22  
 

For Dinner Theatre reservations,  purchase ticket by phone.  For 

special events or to book weddings or reunions contact us at  

250-832-5243 or email info@salmonarmmuseum.org  
 

Visit our website  www.salmonarmmuseum.org 

Remember to like us at facebook.com/Haneyheritage 

 

2017 Events at  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village 
 

Regular Admission to the Village and  

Museum is by donation 
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Montebello 

Grand opening  

Canada 150 

Celebration 
 
 

You are invited to join R.J. Haney Heritage Village & 

Museum on Sunday, July 9, 2017 for a community party 

to celebrate and commemorate Canada’s 150 Anniver-

sary and the Grand Opening of the Montebello Museum.   

 

The day will be full of activities and events themed 

around Salmon Arm’s history and its settlers.  Highlights 

are:  the grand opening of the Montebello Museum, 

burying of the community time capsule, a 150 cake deco-

rating contest, interactive exhibits and demonstrations 

with historic characters.  Visitors are encouraged to come 

dressed in costumes from the era and enter the costume 

contest for prizes!  You can participate in the, old fashion 

races and games like egg toss and tug o’ war, enjoy a 

wagon ride, visit the petting zoo or take in a showing of 

the youth film “150 Voices” sponsored by the Salmon 

Arm Arts Centre and so much more.  

 

Enjoy local entertainment from Roundhouse Jazz Band, 

the Community Band, the Shuswap Barbershop Project 

and Peter Clark.   Partnered for this event are the SPCC, 

Voice of the Shuswap, the Shuswap Quilters’, the Spin-

ners and Weavers and more.  This is a Canada 150 Cele-

bration that you will not want to miss.  Enjoy a delicious 

pancake breakfast for $6.00, BBQ lunch with all the fix-

ings from $5.50. Marjorie’s will be open for lunch.  Join 

the celebration and explore Salmon Arm’s rich history. 

Admission is free. 
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“The Montebello Museum” is the City of 

Salmon Arm’s designated cornerstone in-

frastructure project for 2017 
 
The name Montebello 

is taken from a local 

historic landmark, the 

Montebello Hotel. 

Built in 1908, the up-

scale hotel had indoor 

plumbing, a bar, and 

pool tables. The build-

ing stood at the corner of Hudson and Alexander and 

remained an iconic part of downtown Salmon Arm until 

it was consumed by fire in 1967, tragically claiming two 

lives, destroying several other businesses, and changing 

the community landscape forever. 

 
So what does the Montebello Museum offer that makes it 

worthy of its name? Just as the original hotel was an ar-

chitectural keystone in 

Salmon Arm’s down-

town core, the Monte-

bello Museum is the 

architectural presence 

that will make R.J. 

Haney Heritage Vil-

lage feel complete, as 

if it is densely popu-

lated as the core was more than 100 years ago.  

 

Bank of Hamilton 
 

Established in 1878 

in Hamilton, Ontario, 

the Bank of Hamilton 

opened the first bank 

in Salmon Arm in 

1906. The original 

location was on Hud-

son Street just 

slightly west of Alex-

ander.  Mr. John C. Booth, who had opened the first 

branch of the bank in Kamloops, moved to Salmon Arm 

to manage this branch – a position he held until Decem-

ber, 1906 when he retired to resume his farming business

- some say it was due to asthma.  

This Newsletter is produced and distributed with generous financial assistance from  

Hucul Printing Ltd. 
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The Bank of Hamilton has historical value as the first finan-

cial institution to open in Salmon Arm, establishing itself in 

1906, at a time when the community was undergoing its first 

wave of economic prosperity.  

 

The new building, constructed in 1910 on a prominent down-

town corner lot at Alexander and Hudson is representative of 

the importance of this first bank in the growing community. 

 

Constructed by the contracting firm of Gibbard and Bout-

well, the Bank of Hamilton building is representative of an 

early commercial building in a growing provincial town. Its 

two-storey, wood-frame, rectangular structure lent the build-

ing a sense of importance and landmark status on the street 

corner, while the diagonal corner entrance opening directly 

onto the street created a sense of community. 

 

The second floor of the building contained offices, which 

were used at various times by dentists and doctors – Dr. 

Beech occupied the premises in 1925, as well as a spacious 

residential suite, and the Government Agent occupied the 

space. 

 

Today, Victorian Impressions occupies the site of Salmon 

Arm’s first bank. 

 

Now, R.J. Haney Heritage 

Village & Museum will pro-

vide a new home for the Bank 

of Hamilton - one of the ten-

ants in the new and exciting 

Montebello Museum. 

 

Please join R.J. Haney Heri-

tage Village on Sunday July 9, 2017 for a community party 

to celebrate and commemorate Canada’s 150 Anniversary 

and the Grand Opening of the Montebello Museum.  

By Haney Volunteer Cheryl Cruikshank 

Images of Canada 

2017 is a year to celebrate! Images of 

Canada Preview will be on exhibit at the 

grand opening of the Montebello Mu-

seum on July 9.  Featuring ‘Images of 

Canada' in needlework, quilts and mixed 

fibre, designs are by Canadian designers 

and original designs by local fiber artists By Artist:  

Sue Coleman  



  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum wish to thank the British Columbia Arts Council,  

 and Hucul Printing for their generous assistance in making this issue of  

Heritage Update possible. 
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look at my pattern, which was different from the brackets 

that were on the side of the McGuire Store. 
 

Doug Hlina, retired from his job at Newnes, is a contractor. 

Doug looked at the building we were building and took the 

pattern home, calling later in the day. He’d made the next six 

brackets. 
 

Feeling optimistic, I asked if he could make the bobbles too. 
 

“No, I don’t have a lathe,” was the response, and Doug was 

out the door.  Like Wayne, he had another job to do. 
 

When he heard I needed more brackets made, Haney’s Treas-

urer Gary Cruikshank gave me my next contact. Retired cabi-

net maker Bert Larmand was on Gary’s list of friends to tap.  

Gary said Bert’s son-in-law had a  shop. Better yet, Bert 

owneda lathe! 
 

“I’m kind of busy,” Bert said when I called him. He wasn’t 

making any promises. 
 

“How soon do you need them?” He asked. 
 

It was curling season and Bert was otherwise occupied, but 

he came through with the 

brackets for the Telephone Ex-

change, Palmer’s Butchers, and 

Lingford’s Studio plus all their 

bobbles! 
 

Bert’s brackets were carefully 

filled and sanded by volunteer 

Ed Rodgers. President Norma 

Harisch skillfully painted the Telephone Exchange brackets 

heritage colour Mount Pleasant Tan. Then she painted 

Palmer’s brackets Lemon Chiffon, a gentle white with a hint 

of yellow, and Lingford’s brackets VC-35 or Gloss Black. 
 

Luckily for Haney Heritage Village, many of the bracket pat-

terns were lifted from Rex Lingford’s archival photographs 

by volunteer consultant Cuyler Page. When looking at the 

historic photos, Cuyler said, “Someone was very busy mak-

ing brackets more than 100 years ago!” 
 

Luckily we had Wayne, Doug, Bert, Brock and Pat to call on 

- a whole community of volunteers to help us this time. 
 

Thank you. The results are stunning! 

Deborah Chapman, Curator 

 

Bobbles galore! 
 

Patrick Shea delivered the last set of bracket “bobbles” for 

the Montebello Museum at the end of March. Six finials for 

the brackets made by Wayne Webber were all that were 

needed to complete the decorative trim for the west wall of 

the Montebello building at R.J. Haney Heritage Village. 

Scaffolding was in place, the contractors were busy cladding 

that side of the building, and they were closing in on the 

McGuire façade. 
 

Patrick has a woodworking shop and prepared blocks of ma-

hogany at home.  He took his blocks and the original exam-

ple from the museum collection to Northern Plastics and 

asked if the staff there could lathe them into bobbles. Pat was 

confident that they would be able to design a computer pro-

gram to shape the wood. The first six bobbles were made 

earlier last winter, but when an additional six were needed, 

the request had to be backordered. Understandably, paying 

work received priority. 
 

In the words of Northern Plastic’s Brock Gerow, “I am so 

into this project.”  Maybe that was because Brock’s relatives, 

the Newnes family, had helped fund the Blacksmith Shop at 

R.J. Haney Heritage Village. Local history is in Brock’s 

blood. 
 

It takes a community to raise a village” has been the fund-

raising slogan for the construction of the Montebello for 

more than a year. The slogan 

is a natural fit for all the in-

kind gifts our community has 

been contributing too. 
 

The bracket and bobble part of 

the project started with a note 

from Bill Laird last spring. 
 

“Call Wayne Webber, he’ll 

help,” was all the email said. 
 

So I did. Wayne had some time and was willing. 
 

Using a bracket from the artefact collection rescued from the 

original McGuire General Store, Wayne created the first six 

brackets for the project. When I asked Wayne about bobbles, 

Wayne told me he didn’t have a lathe. 

 

I needed another six brackets. The next person I called was 

one of Haney’s blacksmiths, Doug Hlina. Doug said he’d  


